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Quick Card:  
Great expectations 

 
 

Reference Great Expectations.  Charles Dickens. (1861)  
• ISBN-13: 978-0141439563 

Plot 
When the poor orphan, Pip, discovers he has come into expectations from a 
mysterious benefactor, he distances himself from his humble friends and family 
and sets about to become a gentleman and to win the love and approval of the 
beautiful, but cold Estella.   

Setting 

 
• England 
• The Country:  with its marshes, the graveyard, Joe’s home and smithy, 

Miss Havisham’s home (Satis), the tavern 
• The City:  London with Pip’s lodgings, the Temple and Barnard’s Inn, 

Hammersmith, Wemmick’s Castle, Mr. Jagger’s office and home, the 
prison 
 

Characters 

 
• Pip 
• Joe 
• Mrs. Joe 
• Biddy 
• Miss Havisham 
• Estella 
• Magwitch 
• Jaggers 
• Wemmick 
• Compeyson 
• Molly 
• Uncle Pumblechook 
• Mr. Wopsle 
• Orlick 
• Startop 
• Bentley Drummle 
• The Aged P 
• Miss Skiffens 
• Herbert Pocket 

 

Conflict 
Man vs. Self 
Man vs. Man 
Man vs. Society 
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Theme 

 
Coming of Age 
Friendship 
Redemptive Love 
Fear of Man 
Bitterness and its effects 
Pride vs. Humility 
Appearance vs. Reality 
Meditation on Manhood – What does it mean to be a gentleman? 
 

Literary Devices 
 

  

Symbolism 
Imagery 
Allegory 
Foreshadowing 
 


