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Quick Card:  
A Bargain For Frances 

 
 

  

Reference A Bargain for Frances.  Russell Hoban. (1970)  
ISBN: 978-0064440011 

Plot Frances, swindled by her friend Thelma, gets even. 

Setting 

 
• Frances’s home 
• Thelma’s house 
• The neighborhood candy store 
• Frances’s childhood 

Characters 

 
• Frances, the gullible protagonist 
• Frances’s mother 
• Gloria, Frances’s little sister 
• Thelma, Frances’s clever friend 

Conflict Man vs. Man 
Man vs. Self 

Theme 
Coming of Age 
Friendship 
Shrewdness 

Literary Devices 

 

 
Repetition 
Rhyme 
Foreshadowing 


